
God’s Story

How Then to Live?

(Final review & application)



GOD’S STORY

God’s Great Goal

…to dwell among a redeemed people 

who delight in and display His glory 

throughout the earth!



GOD’S STORY

“Salvation is not mostly a matter of relocation;

it is a matter of transformation.

It does not consist primarily of ending up in 
the right place,

but being made into

the right person.”

(John Ortberg)



GOD’S STORY

PROLOGUE: the NEED for Salvation (Gen. 1-

11)
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ACT I: the PREPARATION for Salvation

Scene 1: God prepares a people

▪ God builds a nation

Scene 2: God pursues His people

▪ God splits & then scatters His nation

Scene 2: God prepares His people for 

Messiah

▪ God restores the nation
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ACT II: the PROVISION & PROCLAMATION 
of Salvation*

Scene 1: God purchases a people

Scene 2: God preserves and multiplies His 

people

*Epistles = the Explanation and 

Application of Salvation 
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ACT III: the CONSUMMATION of Salvation

God vindicates, gathers,

and dwells among His people,

in fulfilling His great goal!
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How are we now to live?

(Rev. 2-3)
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1. Ephesus (2:1-7) ~ The Loveless Church

2. Smyrna (2:8-11) ~

3. Pergamum (2:12-17) ~

4. Thyatira (2:18-29) ~

5. Sardis (3:1-6) ~
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1. Ephesus (2:1-7) ~ The Loveless Church

2. Smyrna (2:8-11) ~ The Suffering Church

3. Pergamum (2:12-17) ~ The Compromising 
Church

4. Thyatira (2:18-29) ~ The Tolerant Church

5. Sardis (3:1-6) ~ The Dead Church



GOD’S STORY

6. Philadelphia (3:7-13) ~ The Steadfast 
Church
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6. Philadelphia (3:7-13) ~ The Steadfast 
Church

7. Laodicea (3:14-22) ~ The Self-Sufficient, 
Useless Church
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❖ God’s glory and His story are pre-eminent; 

He will share His glory with no one!

❖ Jesus is keeping watch on His church.

❖ Doctrine matters!

❖ Doctrinal vigilance & zealous service must 

flow from a passionate devotion to and 

affections for the person of Jesus.
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❖ Church membership of true believers is 

important.

❖ Always seek a spirit of repentance.

❖ “Holiness is not a burden…”

❖ Humbly welcome loving reproof.
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❖ Hear the call to exclusive loyalty to Jesus; 

boldly & courageously refuse to bow a 

compromising knee to other lesser things 

(even if it means persecution).
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❖ Hear the call to exclusive loyalty to Jesus; 

boldly & courageously refuse to bow a 

compromising knee to other lesser things 

(even if it means persecution).

❖ God’s richest blessings are reserved for 

those who “overcome.”
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